
Tavistock Beekeepers’ Association 

 
 

What is a swarm? 

Swarming is the natural way that honeybees reproduce their colonies. This usually happens 

in the Spring but can also occur much later in the year. 

A swarm can look and sound more frightening than it really is. The individual bees are 

usually very docile and easy to manage. 

A swarm will settle in a temporary place until scout bees find a more permanent home. 

It is important not to disturb, or attempt to dislodge them in any way. 

 

What will the swarm collector do? 

He or she will usually shake or coax the bees, with the queen, into a box. They will then put 

the box on the ground on top of a sheet and allow all the flying bees to join those already in 

the box. 

When the bees are all together (usually towards nightfall), the swarm collector will gather up 

the sheet, secure it over the box and remove it from your property. 

 

What happens to the bees after this? 

The swarm will be placed in a hive, with new wax foundation. It will be monitored for 

disease and fed, and allowed to establish itself. It may then be offered to another 

beekeeper to look after. 

 

What if there are still bees flying around? 

Provided that the queen has been taken away with the main swarm, and the swarm has 

been collected towards nightfall, there shouldn’t be any volume of bees left behind. 

If some bees are still flying about it might indicate another, smaller swarm has also issued 

from somewhere close by. Alternatively, it might not be a honeybee swarm at all, but a 

congregation of some other types of bee/insects attracted to plants nearby. 

 

If you have contacted a swarm collector and they have set up equipment, PLEASE 

NOTIFY THEM IMMEDIATELY IF THE SWARM LEAVES BEFORE THEY GET TO YOU. 

 

Name of Swarm Collector: ______________________________________ 

 

Contact Details:  ______________________________________ 


